JBJ/IGL

PROMOTION AND RETENTION OF STUDENTS

The Superintendent and staff of the Jackson Public School District recognize the need to ensure that the
behavioral and academic needs of every student are met through an instructional modeldésigised
to address student learning with classroom instruction and opportunitiemfervention.

SFECTION: INSTRUCTIONAMODEIWHICHCONSISTS OFHREE3) TERS OMNSTRUCTION

The Jackson Public School District adheres to the Mississippi Department of Education’s three tier policy
on intervention for students experiencing academic and/or behavioral problems as follows:

Tier I: Quality classroom instruction based on the Mississippi Curriculum Framework

Tier Il: Focused supplemental instruction
school Teacher Support Team (TST).

Teacher Support Teams

Each school must have a Teacher Support Team (TST) implemented in accordance with the process
developedbythe MDE Thechairpersorof the TSTshallbe the schoolprincipalasthe schoolgnstructional

leader or the principal’'s designee. The designee may not be an individual whose primary responsibility is
special education. The Teacher Support Team (TST) which operates under the jurisdiction of the school
principalisthe problem-solvingunit responsibl€or interventionsdevelopedat Tierlll. Interventionsmust

be:

researchbased

designed to address the student’s specific detio#tas
implemented as designed by tA&ST

supported by data regarding effectivenesdraérventions

OO w»

Any student suspected of having a disability or experiencing significant academic and/or behavioral
difficulties should be referred to the school’'s TST for review. If a student’s parents request an evaluation
for their child,that studentshouldbe referredto the TSTTheTSTproceduresshouldbe followedwhether
ateacheror a parentmakesthe referral. Thestudent'sinformationwill be reviewedby the schoolTSTor

the purpose of designing effective interventions and making appropriate recommendations for the
student. Written documentation of the request made, the information reviewed, and the
decisions/recommendations of the TST must be kept on file as¢heol.
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A. Students in kindergarten grades3kvho have failed one (1)
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e Phonological awareness and phonemneareness;

e Sound symbailecognition;

e Alphabetknowledge;

o DecodingskKills;

¢ Encoding skillgnd

¢ Rapid naming, quickly naming objects, pictures, colors, symbols (letters oralmiis)

Each school will complete documentation as required by MDE for all students in Tier Il or Tier Ill. All Tier
IlandTierllldocumentationmustaccompanyhe student'scumulativefolder uponpromotionor transfer
to a newschool.

SEcTIoNI: GRADESK
A. Kindergarten

It isthe goalof the kindergartenprogramto provideall studentswith the schoolreadinessskillsthey need
to be successful in thel6fCrfa68uTw 1.1091ged skillsh Td [(rn)5.(rn)5.(r0 Td S3 (e)-3 (n)]TJ 0 Tc6fCr)-1.3 0 Td
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E. Children learn through attitudes as well as through content; therefore, attention should be given
to methods, emotional climate, environment, and teaciohild interaction. f. Children learn
through play; therefore, sensitivity to the value of play is rieed, for it is through play that
children create their own meaning and learning schemes. Play is the work afittie

B. Gradel

Students must master the State Core Curriculum and the district objectives in reading, language arts,
mathematics, science and social studies with a grade average of 60 in each subject.

C. Grade2

Students must master the State Core Curriculum, which will be embedded in the term and semester
test, andthe district objectivesn reading languagearts, mathematics scienceandsocialsted
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The documentation shall consist of the good cause exemption being requested and shall clearly
prove that the student is covered by one of the good cause exemptions listed above.

2. The principal shall review and discuss the recommendations with the teacher and parents and
decideasto whetheror not the studentshouldbe promotedbasedon requirementsset forth by
law. If the principal determines that the student should be promoted, based on the
documentation provided, the principal shall make the recommendation in writing to the school
district superintendent, who, in writing, may accept or reject the principatesmmendation.

The parents of any student promoted may choose that the student be retained for one (1) year, even if
the principal and district superintendent determine otherwise.

Parent Notification of Third Grade Retention

Written notification shall be provided the parent or legal guardian of any thiedie student who is
retained that the student has not met the proficiency level required for promotion and the reasons the
studentisnot eligiblefor agoodcauseexemption.Thenotification shallincludeadescriptionof proposed
interventions and supports that will be provided to the child to remediate the identified area of reading
deficiency.

This notification shall be provided to the parent or legal guardian in writing, in a format adopted by the
Mississippi Board of Education in addition to report cards given by the teacher.

Parents and legal guardians of the thgchde students shall be provided with a “Read at Home” plan
outlined in a parental contract, including participation in regular pagunited home reading.

Retained Third Graders

Thirdgraderswho areretainedwho fail to passthe third-gradesummativeassessmeranddo not qualify
for a good cause exemption must peovide:

¢ Intensive instructionaservices
e Progressnonitoring
¢ Ninety minutes ofesearchbased reading instruction in the five componentsesding

Inthe eventthat astudentpasseshe MississippAssessmerProgram(MAP)in readingor the third grade
MKAShut failsa content-areasubject(reading languagearts, math, scienceand/or socialstudies) he or
she may attend summer school for promotion in that contarga. If a student fails more than one
subject, he or she will not be eligible to attend summer school and must repeat theythild.

Interventions for Students with Good Cause Exemptions

A student who is promoted to fourth grade with a good cause exemption shall be provided intensive
reading instruction and intervention informed by specialized diagnostic information and delivered
through specific reading strategies to meet the needs ohestadent so promoted.

Intensive Acceleration Classes

The Jackson Public School District may provide, where applicable, an intensive acceleration class for
certain students’ purposes:
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e For any student retained in Grade 3 who was previously retained in Gkadesrgarten
through3;
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1. Attend a summer remediation course in Algebra Ervoll in Algebra |
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